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Abstract. Over the past few years, educational system in France has been en-
hanced and revitalised. It is now a powerful means for stepping up the successful de-
velopment of the society. Nursery, elementary and secondary education must allow
pupils to acquire the Common Core of Knowledge and Skills. The quality of French
higher education is widely recognized throughout the world. Each year, France makes
massive investments in education and research.
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Introduction. The development
of the knowledge society in the 21st
century is characterized by the broad-
ening of boundaries of knowledge and
the emergence of new knowledge at a
very rapid pace. Change and innovation
in education require carefully thought-
through procedures as well as time, and
benefit both from exchanges of exper-
tise between contexts and from quality
assurance processes.

Analysis of recent researches
and publications. The theme of educa-
tion is very important and this is normal
because the skills and education sys-
tems therefore have a key role for eco-
nomic growth. The French education
plays a fundamental role in social cohe-
sion. The following scientists were stud-
ying this topic: E. Durkheim, G Bonnet,
E Mangez, HN Weiler in Europe, L. Zia-
zun, K Korsak, Zachaleta, Kharchenko
T. in Ukrainian. This is especially the
case elsewhere at a time when our so-
cieties are increasingly diverse. And
more as the economic crisis particularly
affects young people and those who are
less educated.

Purpose. Over the past few
years, France’s education system has
undergone a number of major reforms.

The purpose of this article is to investi-
gate how France has officially intro-
duced measures to assure the quality of
the education provided by their educa-
tion institutions.

Methods. The methodological
basis of the study: Analysis of methodi-
cal documentation, general theoretical
methods of analysis, synthesis, theoret-
ical modeling, statistical data pro-
cessing.

The French education system is
characterized by strong State presence
in the organization and funding of Edu-
cation. The State defines the details of
curricula at all education levels; it or-
ganizes the teachers' admissions pro-
cedure, defines content, recruits teach-
ers who become civil servants, provides
them with in-service training; it recruits
and trains inspectors, responsible for
controlling the quality of the education
system; it is the main funding body of
the public education system and subsi-
dizes "private schools under contract”
which receive approximately 20% of
school pupils.

Results. Education is compul-
sory between the ages of 6 and 16
years. However, France has a long tra-
dition of pre-primary education: for the
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past twenty years, almost all children at-
tend nursery school from the age of
three, even though it is optional; it is
therefore an integral part of the French
education system and falls under the re-
sponsibility of the Education which sets
the curricula.

French pupils tend to specialize
quite late on: since a 1975 Act, they are
taught the same subjects until the age
of 15 within a "collége unique". The first
stage of specialization occurs at the end
of college (lower secondary education):
pupils are streamed to attend either a
general and technological secondary
schools or a professional schools. Both
types of school prepare pupils to take
the baccalaureate in three years, mark-
ing the end of secondary education: pu-
pils who pass it obtain the State-issued
baccalauréat diploma (general, techno-
logical or vocational) which opens up
access to higher education and entitles
them to enroll at university.

Higher education is character-
ized by the coexistence of two systems:
universities, — public institutions that
have an open admissions policy, except
for technological university institutes
(IUT - instituts universitaires de technol-
ogie) or integrated preparatory classes
(classes préparatoires intégrées) — and
a non-university sector, including, in
particular, Grandes Ecoles (Elite
Schools), with a highly selective admis-
sions policy open to baccalauréat hold-
ers having attended two years of pre-
paratory classes, themselves highly se-
lective on entry and during the course.

The French education system is
organized into several levels of educa-
tion:

o Pre-primary  education,
which is dispensed at “nursery schools”
and take children from 2/3 up to 6 years
of age. Almost all children attend
nursery school from the age of three,
even though it is optional. Such schools
therefore form — together with the ele-
mentary level - an integral part of the

French “primary level of education”,
which is under the aegis of the Depart-
ment for National Education.

o Primary education, which
is provided in “elementary schools” and
admits children between the ages of 6
and 11. It marks the start of compulsory
schooling, and is secular and free of
charge when dispensed in State
schools. At the end of this 5-year-
course, pupils automatically access to
the secondary level of education (there
is neither standardized tests nor guid-
ance procedures).

o Lower secondary educa-
tion, which is provided in college for 4
school years (pupils between the ages
of 11 and 15 years). Education in col-
lege is compulsory and common to all
pupils. A national diploma (the brevet) is
awarded at the end of college school-
ing. Admission to upper secondary level
IS not conditional upon success in the
brevet. At the end of college schooling
(15 year-old pupils), the school recom-
mends the appropriate scholastic path
to families, basing its recommendation
on the pupil’s school reports and partic-
ular interests. Children will continue
their schooling either in general, tech-
nological or professional education,
provided at upper secondary level.

o Upper secondary educa-
tion, which is dispensed in technological
secondary schools or in professional
schools, which extends over 3 years
(pupils between the ages of 15 and 18
years). Upper secondary education pro-
vides three educational paths: general
path (which prepares pupils for long-
term higher studies), technological path
(which mainly prepares pupils for higher
technological studies) and professional
path (which leads mainly to active work-
ing life, but also enables students to
continue their studies in higher educa-
tion). A national diploma is awarded at
the end of secondary schooling: the
baccalauréat. It which is both a sign of
successful completion of secondary
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studies and the first step in university
education, access to higher studies be-
ing conditional upon its upon obtaining.
Pupils at professional schools can pre-
pare the CAP (Certificat d’aptitude pro-
fessionnelle), a course of study extend-
ing over 2 years, after what they can ei-
ther integrate active working life or pre-
pare the professional baccalauréat after
2 additional years of studies.

o Higher education, which is
dispensed in higher educational institu-
tions. These institutions have a wide va-
riety of legal statuses that are listed in
the French Code of Education.
Courses dispensed at these institutions
have different aims and conditions for
admission, but most of them are struc-
tured into three study cycles (Bachelor’s
degree, Master's degree and Doctor-
ate) and in ECTS credits, in compliance
with the principles of the Bologna Pro-
cess [2].

At central level, the
French education system is regulated
by two departments: the Department for
National Education — which oversees
the school system — and the Depart-
ment for Higher Education, Research
and Innovation — which is responsible
for higher education and research. They
govern within the framework defined by
the Parliament, which states the funda-
mental principles of education (law no.
89-486 of 10 July 1989 and law no.
2005-380 of 23 April 2005). The State
plays a major role in governance, as, by
long tradition, the French education
system is centralized. Nevertheless, at
local level, and since the start of a pro-
cess of decentralization of compe-
tences in the administration of the edu-
cational system in the 1980s, local au-
thorities have been playing an increas-
ingly significant part in governance, en-
suring the material operation of the sys-
tem [7:243]

Tabl.1
Trends in school and higher education student numbers
Metropolitan France (in th) | 1990- 2000-2001 | 2007- 2008- 2011 2018
1991 2008 2009
Primary 6 953.4 | 6,552.0 6,645.1 6,643.6 6657,7 6750,2
Pre-primary 2,644.2 | 2,540.3 2,551.1 2,5354 2545,0 24925
Year 2 - Year 6 4,218.0 | 3,953.0 4,047.3 4,062.3 4 067,6
Special needs 91.2 58.7 46.8 46.0 45,1 51,1
Secondary education | 5,725.8 | 5,614.4 5,371.4 5,339.7 5384,5 | 5645,0
under Ministry of
Education
Healthcare "school | 88.2 81.4 76.4 75.5 79,8 70,2
enrolled"”
Higher education 1,717.1 | 2,160.3 2,231.5 2,234.2 23475 | 2678,7
Overall total 14,827. 14,935.4 14,911.6 14,879.9 15065,7 | 15734,1
5

Source: MEN-DEPP and MESR-DGESIP-DGRI-SIES
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The French education system

General education

Age PhD (Doctorat)
A
Master
Higher Educa- Licence
tion bachelor degree

Classes preparing for ad-
mission  Elite  schools
(Grandes écoles).

University (3 years)

Vocational education

18 years | General or technological

baccalauréat
Upper sec- 16 years
ondary edu- A general and technological
cation lycées

1st year or "second class";
2nd year or "first class";
3rd year or "final class".

Lower sec- | From
ondary edu- | 11to 15
cation years

Primary Edu- | between

cation the ages
of 6 and
11

Pre-primary from 2/3

education up to 6
years

Key: ICompulsoiieducation, Bazmic Education,

Education
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The Higher Education and
research system reform introduced by
the Law of 22 July 2013 2 constituted an
important step forward in overall
governance of universities, setting the
basis for stronger territorial coordination
on higher education system. The
creation of the so called "Communautés
d’'universités et établissements"
(COMUE), introduces important
changes in the relationship of the State
with the regions and higher education
system actors [1:9].

In 2018, more than 2.6 million
students were enrolled in a higher edu-
cation structure in France. Since 1980,
the number of students has more than
doubled. That year there were more
than 1.18 million students in higher ed-
ucation in the country, compared to
2.16 million in 2000 and this number
has kept rising since then. In 2018, Eu-
rostat has shown that almost 80 percent
of individuals aged 25 and over had at-
tained a upper secondary or tertiary ed-
ucation in France. [4:153].

Whether through the at-
tainment of a common core of
knowledge and skills, or through the
various forms of academic support pro-
vided for our young people throughout
their education, or through investment
to improve conditions for teaching staff,
every possible effort is being made to
systematically prevent and deal with ac-
ademic failure, and thus provide, for
each and every student, an education
that can create the conditions for per-
sonal fulfilment of his or her ambitions.
However, not only skills are important,
but also knowledge, abilities corre-
sponding to this competence, personal
qualities and even experience in crea-
tivity [6:29].

Discussion. Focusing on the
French higher education and research
system, we explored general educa-
tional system of France and how much

it has contributed to the forming of na-
tional elite. This is explained for the new
organizational and governance tools in-
troduced during the reforms. These re-
forms attempt to overcome two divides:
between the prestigious grandes écoles
(elites schools) and more accessible
universities, and between teaching and
research.

The most important to explore
the processes of simplification, diversi-
fication, concentration, stratification,
and territorialization of the French
higher education and research system
have been achieved through formal rule
changes and incentives for ‘excellence’
for the competitiveness in the European
education and labor markets.
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IHHOBALIIi TA PE®OPMU B OCBITHIN CUCTEMI ®PAHLII
PyaHuubka H.A.

AHOmMauisi. 3a ocmaHHi Kirlbka pokKie, cucmema ocgimu ®paHuyii byna po3wu-
peHa i modepHizoeaHa. Ha daHomy emani 80Ha 3alimae O0HYy 3 8a)K/1ueux rno3uuit y
po3sumky cycninbcmea. [JowkinbHa, nodyamkosa i cepedHsi ocgima mae 0o3sonumu
YYHSIM Habymu 3az2arnbHy coniOHy 6a3y 3HaHb i Ha8UYOK. SIKicmb ¢hpaHuy3bK020 sulol
oceimu WUpPOKO 8U3HaHO 8 ycbOoMy ceimi. LLjopoky ®paHuyis conioOHO iHeecmye 8
oceimy i Haykoei docnidxeHHs. BoHa mae 3Ha4YHUl nomeHujan 0s1s1 MOKPpauleHHS C80iX
KOHKYpeHMHUX rno3uyit Ha puHKy oceimu i npaui. Y npouyeci docroikeHHs ecmaHo8-
JIeHO, W0 hpaHuy3bka cucmema suwoi oceimu cripusisia ¢popMy8aHHIO HayioHabHOI
enimu. Lle nosicHeEmMbCs HOBUMU Op2aHi3auitiHuUMU | yrpasiHCbKUMU IHCmpPYMeH-
mamu, egedeHumu 8 xo0i peghopm. Lli pechopmu cripsimosaHi Ha nodosiaHHs1 080X 8i0-
MiHHOCMeU: MiXX nMpecmUXHUMU 8UWUMU WKoamu (enimHumu wkosamu) i 6inbw 0o-
CMyrnHUMU yHigepcumemamu, a Makox MiX eukrnadaHHsaM i docrnidxeHHsamuU. Cmyde-
HmMoueHmposaHa napaduzma paHuy3bKoi cucmemu 8uwWoi oceimu cripsmosaHa Ha
CMBOPEHHS CrpusmMIuBuUX ymoas 0ri1 0coObucmicHO20 i NPoghecitiHo20 pO38UMKY cmy-
OeHmcbKoi Monodi. Y 3aknadax euw,oi oceimu ®paHujii exxuearomasCsi 8Ci MOXIIUBI 3a-
X00u 3adsis 3arnobieaHHs | NOO0aHHA Hegday 8 Hag4YaHHI i, makum 4YuHoMm, 3abesre-
4YyrombCs 0711 KOXKHO20 cmydeHma MOXXIu8ocmi ompuMaHHs SIKICHOI 0c8imu, a makox
Ccmeoprtombcs yMmoegu 05151 ocobucmoi pearizayii KoxXHOi Mos1o00i moduHuU. Halbinbw
gaxxriuei 01151 BUBYEHHS MPOUECI8 CripoweHHs, dusepcudbikauii, KOHUeHmpauii, cmpa-
mucpikauii i meppimopianizauii ¢ppaHUyy3bKoi cucmemu euwoi ocgimu i ocniOXeHb
6ynu docszHymi 3a805iKU ¢hopmaribHUM 3MiHaM rpaesusl i cmumyrnie «repesaau» Ons
KOHKYpPEeHMOCIPOMOXHOCMI 8 €8porelichbKili 0c8imi ma Ha PUHKY rpaui.

Knro4voei cnoga: cucmema oceimu, Hag4aribHi ycmaHo8U, rno4yamekosga oceima,
cepelHs oceima, suwa oceima, kearsigikauii.
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